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Book I: Chapters 1-4

BOOK THE FIRST

Recalled to Life

Chapter 1 - The Period

1. The first sentence in this novel is one of the most famous first lines in the history of literature. How is it also an example of parallelism?

In the first line of this novel, each clause is followed by an opposing clause: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness…”The technique of keeping phrases parallel heightens the dissimilarities among the words, as well as emphasizing the confusion of the times.

2. Find the reference in this first chapter to the Continental Congress of 1775 that sent a list of complaints to the Parliament. What is Dickens’ opinion of this list?

He thinks it is a very important document for the human race because it spells out the need for human rights and the unfair burdens put on the ordinary man by the nobility.

3. Define the following terms: the woodsman, the Farmer, trumbils of the Revolution, and the movable framework. List two factors presented in this chapter which contribute to the unrest of the French people.

The Woodsman is fate personified; the Farmer personifies death. Trumbils of the Revolution are the carts in which the people to be killed are transported, and the movable framework is the guillotine. France is printing worthless paper money and executing peasants for frivolous reasons.

4. Find a quotation which shows that Dickens does not approve of capital punishment as a deterrent to crime.

Dickens’ disapproval of capital punishment is shown in the following quotation where he states the hangman is useless: “In the midst of them, the hangman, ever busy and ever worse than useless, was in constant requisition.”

5. What evidence is there in the last paragraph of this first chapter that Dickens believes in fate?

He says in the last sentence that the nobility and the peasants are conducted “along the roads that lay before them.” This phrase implies they are moving along roads already built and going in a predetermined direction—fate.

Chapter 2 - The Mail

1. Charles Dickens is well known for the way his imagery sets the mood for the action to come. Find an example in this chapter of imagery that suggests to the reader that something bad is going to happen.

Answers will vary. Example: “There was a steaming mist in all the hollows, and it had roamed in its forlornness up the hill, like an evil spirit, seeking rest and finding none.”  The simile of the evil spirit and the word forlornness suggest something bad is going to happen.

2. Briefly identify Mr. Lorry and Jerry. What does the answer “recalled to life” suggest to the reader about the nature of Mr. Lorry’s business in Dover?

Mr. Lorry is a banker from Tellson’s Bank and a passenger on the mail coach to Paris.Jerry is a messenger from the bank with a hoarse voice. The strange answer suggests that Mr. Lorry’s business is secret and confidential.

3. Since Dickens wrote this novel in weekly installments, there is often a hook at the end of each chapter to keep the reader’s interest until the next installment. What is the hook at the end of this chapter?

The reader is left wondering about what the strange message “recalled to life” means and why it would be bad for Jerry if people could really be brought back to life.

4. What form of narration is used in the following quotation? What are the advantages of this type of narration for the author?

“Jerry, left alone in the mist and darkness, dismounted meanwhile, not only to

ease his spent horse, but to wipe the mud from his face.” 

Third-person narration, omniscient view is used in the above quotation. This type of narration lets the author reveal the motivations of all of the characters with God-like clarity.

Chapter 3 - The Night Shadows

1. Why does Dickens switch from third-person to first-person narration in the first

paragraph of this chapter?

The first-person narration emphasizes the ideas in the first paragraph. Dickens switches to first-person narration to stress the idea that all people have a secret inner personality unknown even to their family and friends.

2. Briefly describe the first dream Mr. Lorry has on the Dover mail.

He dreams he is in Tellson’s  Bank. He goes down to the storerooms full of valuables and secrets to be sure everything is safe and secure.

3. What is revealed about the purpose of Mr. Lorry’s trip to Dover? What evidence is there that Mr. Lorry is worried that a man who has been buried for eighteen years and who can no longer function in the world?

The purpose of the trip is to “dig some one out of a grave.” ( Answers will vary. Example: He keeps asking the man, “I hope you care to live?” and getting the answer “I can’t say.” These lines can be interpreted to mean the man does not understand life anymore after being buried for so long.

Chapter 4 - The Preparation

1. Many critics believe the character of Lucie Manette represents Charles Dickens’ ideal woman. Briefly describe Lucie and list the qualities she possesses that might make her Dickens’ ideal woman.

Lucie is small, blonde, blue-eyed, slender, and respectful of her elders. She clearly wants the protection of Mr. Lorry for her journey, is loved by her companion, and demonstrates her delicate sensitive nature by becoming physically paralyzed by the news that her father is alive.

2. What connection did Mr. Lorry have to Miss Manette when she was a small child?

He was the one who brought her to England when she was orphaned as a small child.
3. Why is it necessary for Mr. Lorry and Lucie to travel together to Paris?

He is going to identify the man they found in the prison as Dr. Manette. Lucie is going to help her father recover his “life, love, duty, rest, comfort.”

4. What are the blank forms for consignment mentioned in this chapter? How do they contribute to Mr. Lorry’s need for secrecy and his use of the code “Recalled to Life”?

The blank forms are warrants for imprisonment available to influential noblemen, giving them the authority to have someone put in prison for their own personal reasons. Mr. Lorry needs to maintain absolute secrecy because it is unknown which important French nobleman had Dr. Manette sent to prison.

5. Support or refute the following statement: The wild-looking woman who comes to Lucie’s aid is a caricature of a loyal British servant.

Answers will vary. Example: She is a caricature because she exaggerates the qualities of a loyal British servant. She is a very loyal British subject who is also loyal to her mistress, acts like a fierce fighter, and thinks England is the only proper place to live. In addition, she has red hair like the red British uniforms of the time. She is described as wearing a silly hat like a big cheese and behaves with an exaggerated loyalty to Lucie, even going so far as to push Mr. Lorry against a wall.
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Book I: Chapters 5-6

BOOK THE FIRST

Recalled to Life

Chapter 5 - The Wine-shop

1. What do you think the spilled wine symbolizes in this story?

The wine may be a symbol for the blood spilled in the revolution. The wine and the blood are both red. The peasants stop their everyday activities to indulge in the frenzied drinking of the wine just as the revolutionaries suspend their lives to watch the executions of the nobles.

2. Find an example of how Charles Dickens uses personification to draw the emotions and sympathies of the reader to the suffering of the peasants.

Answers will vary. Example: “Hunger stared down from the smokeless chimneys, and started up from the filthy street that had no offal, among its refuse, of anything to eat.”

3. Briefly describe the wine shop owner. What does the following passage from this chapter say about the character of the wine shop owner?

“…a man of a strong resolution, and a set purpose; a man not desirable to be

met rushing down a narrow pass with a gulf on either side, for nothing would

turn the man.” 

He is thirty, dark, good-humored, and stubborn, with dark curly hair and good eyes. The passage says he is intractable in his attitudes and stubbornly set in his ways.

4. Briefly describe Madame Defarge. What is she doing with her hands? What does the following passage from this chapter say about her character?

“…one might have predicated that she did not often make mistakes against

herself in any of the reckonings over which she presided.” 

She is thirty, stout, and very composed. She wears rings and has a steady face with strong features. She is knitting. She is a shrewd, confident woman.

5. What information about Lucie’s father’s state of mind is revealed to Mr. Lorry during the climb up the five flights of stairs to Dr. Manette’s room?

He needs to be alone in a locked room. He was alone in prison for eighteen years and does not feel safe or comfortable in any other situation.

6. Who are the other Jacques, and why does Monsieur Defarge show them Dr. Manette in his pitiful condition? What is implied about the secret lives of Monsieur and Madame Defarge?

Jacques Defarge wants to show a select group of men, each known only by the name of Jacques, Dr. Manette because he thinks it will do them good to see firsthand the cruelty of the upper class. It is implied that Monsieur and Madame Defarge are members of an underground movement working against the nobility of France.

Chapter 6 - The Shoemaker

Vocabulary

provender–food

postilion–person who rides a coach and guides the rear horse of a pair

1. What is peculiar about the way Dr. Manette listens to the visitors? What is One Hundredand Five, North Tower?

Dr. Manette has lost all understanding of where sound originates. When someone speaks, he first looks at the floor to his left and then to his right before finding the speaker. One Hundred and Five, North Tower, is the number of his prison cell and the name he calls himself.

2. How does Dr. Manette behave toward Lucie? For whom does he mistake her? What is in the folded rag around his neck?

He seems to recognize her but then returns to his work as if she were not there. He opens the folded rag and reveals several blonde hairs the same color as Lucie’s. At first, he thinks Lucie is his wife but soon realizes Lucie is too young.

3. Read the following quotation. What do you think Lucie’s hair symbolizes in the story?

“His cold white head mingled with her radiant hair, which warmed and lighted it as though it were the light of Freedom shining on him.” 

Dr. Manette remembers his wife and home when he sees Lucie’s golden hair. It symbolizes home and freedom for Dr. Manette.

4. Why is Dr. Manette confused when he finally goes down the stairs with his daughter?

He does not remember being brought to the house. He thinks he is still in the tower room of the prison and is surprised when he realizes they are not at the prison.

5. Why do you think Dr. Manette wants his shoemaking tools before he will leave the wine shop?

Answers will vary. Example: He thinks he may be dreaming and still be in the prison. If he is in prison, he needs his shoemaking tools.

6. What is the hook Dickens uses at the end of this chapter to entice the reader back next week for the new chapter?

He leaves the reader wondering if Dr. Manette will regain any of his lost mental 

Comprehension:  Book 1 Chapters 5-6

1. Dickens uses the broken cask of wine's spilling in the street to foreshadow what future event? (5) 

The time will come when blood will be spilled in the streets and people will be stained

with it as they are stained with the spilled wine.

2. What is the significance of so many "Jacques" in Defarge's wine shop? (5)

They are using the name "Jacque" as a common name for members of the revolution.

3. Who are seen peeping through a hole in the wall at Dr. Manette? (5)

The three Jacques from the wine shop are seen looking in at Dr. Manette.

4. Why has Defarge allowed them to look in? (5)

He says that the sight is likely to do them good; anger will feed the coming revolution.

5. What is Dr. Manette doing when Mr. Lorry and Lucie first see him? (5)

He is making shoes in a dark little room near the wine shop.

6. Describe Madame Defarge. (6)

She is tall, wears furs and jewelry, and is constantly knitting. She appears to be aware of

all that is occurring around her, even though she doesn't often actually appear to be

watching.

7. What is Dr. Manette's mental state? (6)

His mind has focused on only one task to the exclusion of everything else.

8. Identify One Hundred and Five, North Tower. (6)

That is Dr. Manette's old cell number which has come to be his identity.

9. How does Lucie react to Dr. Manette? (6)

She is at first frightened but is quickly overcome with compassion and love. She is able

to bring back some old memories of her mother for Dr. Manette, but he is very confused.

She holds him in her arms to make him well.
